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remembering the history of the years that have passed before any
country has attained what India has obtained peacefully, in
the sense that she had not to strive or to make a revolution, but
she gained it as the natural result of the assistance she gave in
the War and the loyalty and devotion which she then showed
to the Crown ; and, after all, events move rapidly nowadays.

The event of to-day is, almost as it is chronicled, submerged
under the weight of anticipation for the morrow. We do not
stop to think too long nowadays. We strive to march too fast.
But I suppose that if there is one quality which stands out among
those which go to mark statesmanship, it is that of patience.
Patience is one of the greatest political powers. It is not perhaps
the most brilliant, for example, but nevertheless, it attains more
than any other quality, and, if I were in India trying again to put
myself into another man's place, I think that the thoughts that
would be in my mind, striving with all my capacity to be quite
fair and impartial in my views, I should say what a wonderful
position my country holds at this moment here, having already
taken a very great place in the councils of the British Empire. I
will not recall all the various events in which India has played
her part. As I speak to you I see the picture of India repre-
sented at the table at which we sat at the Imperial War Cabinet,
with her representatives from here and by the Secretary of
State, taking her part, like other Dominions in the work that
was then engaging the attention of the War Cabinet. You know
again how India at the table of the League of Nations and at
the table oi the signatories to the Peace, was represented and
took a very great part. I would say to myself, what a future !
You have travelled far in a very short space of time, because
you will all probably agree that twenty years ago, to go no
further, it would not have been thought possible to have achieved
so much in the years from 1918-1921, and I would again say,
what a future ! I would then recall His Majesty's language at the
opening of your new Chamber, and I would ask myself whether
any steps that could be taken, whether any movement that
could be engineered, could possibly procure for India a greater or
a higher destiny than that of a partner amongst the common-
wealth of nations which we designate by the term of the British
Empire, forming one with the great Dominions, taking her part
with them, sitting with them in the Councils, all honouring one
King-Emperor, the one link that binds them together and is the
symbol of attachment of all these nations. Do not let us believe,
that the King rules merely by virtue of inheritance. The King